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Abstract

This article explores the role of multimedia tools in developing preschool children’s interest in learning English.
In early childhood education, motivation and emotional engagement are essential factors because preschool
children learn most effectively through visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and play-based experiences. Multimedia
tools such as animated videos, songs, interactive games, digital flashcards, audio stories, and educational
applications create a rich learning environment that supports children’s attention, vocabulary acquisition,
pronunciation, listening skills, and communicative confidence. The article is written according to the an-
alyzes how multimedia-based English lessons can increase learners’ curiosity, participation, and positive
attitudes toward foreign language learning. The study suggests that multimedia tools are effective when
they are developmentally appropriate, teacher-guided, interactive, and balanced with real communication,
movement, and play. However, excessive screen exposure and passive media consumption may reduce educa-
tional effectiveness; therefore, multimedia should be used as a supportive method rather than a replacement
for teacher-child interaction. Recent educational discussions also emphasize that technology can improve
learning opportunities when it is thoughtfully designed and pedagogically integrated.

Key words: preschool education, English language learning, multimedia learning, interactive activities, early
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Introduction

In the modern educational process, learning a foreign language from an early age has become an important direction
of preschool education. English is widely used in science, technology, communication, culture, and international
cooperation. Therefore, developing children’s interest in English during the preschool period can create a strong
foundation for further language learning. Preschool children have specific psychological and pedagogical character-
istics. They cannot learn a foreign language effectively through long explanations, grammar rules, or memorization
alone. Instead, they learn through imitation, repetition, pictures, sounds, movement, games, songs, stories, and
emotional interaction. For this reason, multimedia tools have become one of the most effective modern techniques in
teaching English to young learners.
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Multimedia tools combine several forms of information: image, sound, movement, animation, video, music,
text, and interactive tasks. These elements correspond to children’s natural learning style. For example, when a
child sees a picture of an apple, hears the word “apple,” repeats it, and then plays a matching game, the learning
process becomes more meaningful and memorable. Educational media can support early literacy and vocabulary
development, especially when it is high-quality, age-appropriate, and connected with adult guidance. Research
discussions on early childhood digital learning show that technology may support language development, but its
success depends on content quality, interaction, and pedagogical purpose.

The relevance of this topic is connected with the increasing use of digital technologies in preschool education.
Today, many kindergartens use projectors, smart boards, tablets, audio materials, cartoons, songs, and educational
applications. However, the main question is not simply whether multimedia should be used, but how it should be used
effectively to develop children’s interest in English. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to analyze the importance
of multimedia tools in developing preschool children’s interest in English language learning and to identify effective
pedagogical conditions for their use.

Method

This article is based on a theoretical and analytical research approach. Scientific literature, pedagogical observations,
and modern educational recommendations related to preschool English language teaching and multimedia learning
were analyzed. The research also considered contemporary approaches in early childhood education, digital pedagogy,
and child-centered learning methodologies in order to identify the most effective strategies for developing preschool
children’s interest in English through multimedia technologies.

The study focuses on the following research questions:1) How do multimedia tools influence preschool children’s
interest in learning English? 2)Which types of multimedia tools are most effective for young English learners? 3)
What pedagogical conditions are necessary for the successful use of multimedia in preschool English lessons?

The analysis was conducted through three main directions. First, psychological characteristics of preschool
children were examined. Special attention was paid to attention span, emotional response, imitation, memory,
curiosity, imagination, and play-based learning. Preschool children perceive information differently from older
learners because their cognitive development is still in the early stages. They respond more positively to colorful
visual materials, music, movement, repetition, and emotionally engaging activities. Therefore, understanding
developmental psychology was considered essential for evaluating the effectiveness of multimedia-based teaching
methods. The research additionally analyzed how children’s natural tendency toward imitation supports foreign
language acquisition. At the preschool age, children often imitate sounds, words, gestures, and pronunciation
patterns without fear of making mistakes. Multimedia resources such as songs, cartoons, and animated videos
create ideal conditions for imitation-based learning because they combine sound, movement, and visual context
simultaneously.

Second, different multimedia tools were analyzed, including animated videos, songs, digital flashcards, interactive
games, audio stories, visual presentations, smart board activities, cartoons, and educational applications. The study
examined how each multimedia type contributes to vocabulary development, listening comprehension, pronunciation
improvement, and learner motivation. Animated videos and songs were found particularly effective because they
maintain children’s attention and create emotional involvement. Interactive games and digital tasks additionally
encourage participation and active engagement during lessons. Educational applications such as Duolingo and child-
oriented digital learning platforms were also considered as examples of modern multimedia integration in language
education. These tools provide interactive exercises, immediate feedback, colorful interfaces, and motivational
reward systems that support young learners’ interest and concentration.

The study also examined the importance of multisensory learning in preschool education. Multimedia tools
stimulate visual, auditory, and kinesthetic perception simultaneously, which increases comprehension and memory
retention. For example, children may hear a word, see a corresponding image, repeat pronunciation, and perform a
related action at the same time. Such integrated learning experiences strengthen vocabulary acquisition and improve
long-term recall. Third, the role of the teacher was studied as a key factor in organizing multimedia-based lessons.
Multimedia resources were considered not as independent teaching tools, but as part of a guided pedagogical process.
The teacher remains responsible for selecting appropriate materials, managing classroom interaction, controlling
screen time, and ensuring that digital activities support educational objectives rather than passive entertainment.

Special attention was paid to the teacher’s role in creating a positive emotional environment. Preschool learners
require encouragement, praise, emotional support, and active communication during the learning process. Mul-
timedia tools become significantly more effective when combined with teacher guidance, classroom interaction,
physical activities, and collaborative tasks. The study further analyzed pedagogical conditions necessary for effective
multimedia integration in preschool English lessons. These conditions include age-appropriate content selection,
balanced use of technology, short and interactive activities, repetition-based exercises, and integration of multimedia
with real-life communication. The research suggests that excessive or uncontrolled use of technology may reduce
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children’s concentration and social interaction. Therefore, multimedia should complement traditional teaching
methods rather than replace them completely. In addition, the article considered the importance of parental involve-
ment in early language learning. Parents can support children’s English development at home by using educational
songs, cartoons, picture books, and interactive applications together with children. Family participation strengthens
motivation and creates additional opportunities for language exposure outside the classroom.

The article uses the IMRaD model: Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion. This structure allows the topic
to be presented in a logical and scientific form. The IMRaD structure also supports academic clarity by organizing
theoretical background, research methods, analytical findings, and pedagogical interpretations systematically.

Results

The analysis shows that multimedia tools can positively influence preschool children’s interest in English learning in
several important ways. Modern multimedia technologies create interactive and emotionally engaging educational
environments that correspond to children’s psychological and cognitive characteristics. Preschool learners are
naturally curious, active, and emotionally responsive, which makes multimedia-based instruction especially effective
during early childhood education.

Multimedia increases Children’s Attention and Motivation

Preschool children are naturally attracted to colorful images, sounds, animation, rhythm, music, and movement.
Their attention is usually short and unstable, which means they can quickly lose interest during traditional teacher-
centered lessons. Multimedia materials help solve this problem by making English lessons more dynamic, interactive,
and emotionally stimulating. When children see animated characters, listen to songs, watch cartoons, or participate
in interactive digital games, they become more motivated to engage actively in the learning process.

Bright visual elements and moving images capture children’s attention much more effectively than verbal ex-
planation alone. For example, when vocabulary related to animals is taught through animated cartoons or songs
instead of simple memorization, children remain focused longer and demonstrate greater enthusiasm. Emotional
involvement also plays a significant role because preschool learners remember information more effectively when
learning is connected with enjoyment, curiosity, and positive emotions.

Interactive multimedia activities additionally create a sense of excitement and achievement. Educational games
often include rewards, praise, sounds, stars, or simple achievements that encourage children to continue participating.
Such positive reinforcement increases self-confidence and develops positive attitudes toward English learning from
an early age. As a result, children begin to associate foreign language learning with fun and success rather than
pressure or difficulty.

Multimedia Supports Vocabulary Acquisition and Pronunciation Development

Another important advantage of multimedia tools is their contribution to vocabulary learning and pronunciation
improvement. Preschool children learn language primarily through listening, imitation, and repetition rather than
through grammar analysis. Multimedia resources provide repeated exposure to words and phrases in meaningful
and visually supported contexts. For example, when children watch a short animated video about fruits, they simul-
taneously see pictures, hear pronunciation, and observe actions connected with the vocabulary. This multisensory
learning process strengthens memory retention because information is received through several sensory channels at
the same time. Repetition through songs, rhymes, and games further improves vocabulary recall.

Audio materials and educational songs are especially effective for pronunciation development. Young learners
naturally imitate sounds, stress, rhythm, and intonation. By listening to songs and dialogues repeatedly, children
gradually develop more accurate pronunciation habits. Early exposure to authentic English sounds can significantly
improve listening comprehension and speaking fluency in later educational stages.

Multimedia Creates Opportunities for Play-based Learning

Play is one of the central activities in preschool education because children learn best through games and active
exploration. Multimedia technologies support play-based learning by transforming lessons into enjoyable activities
rather than formal instruction. Interactive games, digital puzzles, matching exercises, and animated storytelling
create natural situations for language use.For example, children may match pictures with words, repeat phrases
after cartoon characters, or complete interactive tasks using smart boards or tablets. Such activities encourage
participation without creating fear of mistakes. Unlike traditional drills, game-based activities maintain emotional
comfort and reduce learning anxiety.

Movement-based multimedia activities are also highly beneficial because preschool children have strong physical
energy and need active participation. Songs with actions, dancing activities, and movement games connected with
vocabulary learning improve concentration and memory retention. Combining language with physical movement
strengthens cognitive processing and makes learning more effective.
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Multimedia Supports Individual Learning Differences

Every preschool child has unique learning abilities, interests, and preferences. Some children learn more effectively
through visual materials, while others respond better to sound, movement, or repetition. Multimedia tools allow
teachers to adapt educational materials according to these differences. For example, slower learners may repeat songs
or videos multiple times until they understand the vocabulary, while faster learners may move on to more advanced
interactive activities. Teachers can also use different multimedia formats to explain the same topic in several ways.
This flexibility supports inclusive education and increases the possibility that every child can participate successfully
in the lesson. Moreover, multimedia creates opportunities for independent exploration and self-paced learning.
Children can repeat activities individually without pressure from peers, which improves confidence and motivation.
Personalized learning experiences help maintain interest and encourage active participation.

Multimedia Strengthens Emotional Engagement and Social Interaction

Emotional engagement is extremely important in preschool education because young children learn more effectively
in positive and supportive environments. Multimedia materials often include friendly characters, stories, music,
humor, and bright visual effects that create emotional connections with learning content.Storytelling through ani-
mation and video is particularly effective because children naturally respond to narratives and characters. Emotional
attachment to stories and characters increases attention and improves understanding. Children become more willing
to repeat vocabulary and phrases when they are connected to enjoyable experiences. At the same time, multimedia can
support social interaction when integrated into collaborative classroom activities. Children may sing together, play
group games, or participate in role-playing exercises after watching educational videos. Such activities strengthen
communication skills, cooperation, and peer interaction while supporting language development.

The Importance of Balanced Multimedia Use

Despite these significant advantages, multimedia should be used carefully and purposefully. Excessive screen
exposure without communication or physical activity may negatively affect children’s attention, social interaction,
and language development. Passive watching alone does not guarantee effective learning outcomes. Therefore,
teachers must combine multimedia tools with live communication, storytelling, movement activities, games, and
direct interaction. Multimedia should support educational goals rather than replace traditional pedagogical methods
completely. Teachers remain responsible for guiding attention, explaining content, encouraging participation, and
creating meaningful communication opportunities.

Discussion

The results show that multimedia tools are valuable in preschool English language education because they make
the learning process visual, auditory, interactive, and emotionally attractive. However, multimedia should be used
carefully and purposefully in order to achieve effective educational outcomes. Technology alone does not guarantee
successful learning; its effectiveness depends on how it is integrated into the pedagogical process. One of the main
advantages of multimedia is that it corresponds to the cognitive development of preschool children. At this age,
children understand the world primarily through concrete images, sensory experiences, and emotional interaction.
Young learners are naturally curious and active, but they often have short attention spans and limited ability to
concentrate on abstract explanations. Therefore, they need to see, hear, touch, move, repeat, and play while learning.
Multimedia tools provide many of these opportunities simultaneously by combining pictures, sounds, animation,
music, movement, and interactive activities.

For example, animated cartoons and educational songs attract children’s attention more effectively than tradi-
tional verbal instruction alone. Bright colors, rhythm, repetition, and movement help children remain focused and
emotionally involved in the lesson. When children sing English songs, repeat simple words, or imitate actions shown
on the screen, they unconsciously practice pronunciation, listening comprehension, and vocabulary retention. Such
activities create positive emotional associations with language learning, which is extremely important during early
childhood education. Another important advantage is individualization. Preschool children learn at different speeds
and through different sensory channels. Some children respond more positively to visual materials, while others
learn better through sound, movement, or repetition. Multimedia resources allow teachers to adapt educational
content according to children’s individual needs and abilities. Digital materials can easily be repeated, simplified, or
modified depending on learner progress. For instance, one child may quickly remember vocabulary through songs
and rhythm, while another may require repeated visual demonstrations using flashcards, cartoons, or animations.
Multimedia gives teachers multiple ways to present the same information, increasing the possibility that every child
will understand and remember the material. This flexibility is especially valuable in mixed-ability preschool groups.

The study also demonstrates that multimedia increases children’s motivation and participation during English
lessons. Traditional teaching methods sometimes fail to maintain young learners’ interest because preschool children
learn most effectively through active engagement and play-based activities. Interactive games, matching exercises,
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digital storytelling, and educational applications transform learning into an enjoyable process rather than a formal
academic task. In addition, multimedia supports multisensory learning. Educational psychology suggests that
information is remembered more effectively when multiple senses are involved simultaneously. When children
see an object, hear its pronunciation, repeat the word, and connect it with an action or image, stronger neural
connections are formed. This process improves both understanding and long-term memory retention. However,
multimedia also has limitations and potential risks. If children only watch videos or interact passively with screens
without communication or participation, the educational process may become ineffective. Passive screen use alone
does not guarantee language development because language acquisition requires interaction, repetition, emotional
communication, and meaningful practice.

Current discussions on early childhood screen time warn that excessive screen exposure may negatively influence
vocabulary development, concentration, social interaction, and emotional regulation, especially when screen use
replaces communication with adults, physical play, storytelling, or reading activities. Preschool children still require
direct human interaction because social communication plays a critical role in cognitive and linguistic development.
Another important limitation is that not all multimedia content is educationally appropriate. Some digital materials
may contain overly complex language, excessive visual stimulation, or entertainment-focused content without
pedagogical value. Therefore, teachers and parents must carefully select age-appropriate, high-quality multimedia
resources that support educational objectives rather than distract children from learning. The role of the teacher
remains essential in multimedia-based education. Teachers guide children’s attention, explain unfamiliar vocabulary,
encourage participation, and create opportunities for interaction beyond the screen. Multimedia tools should support
communication, not replace it. For example, after watching a short educational video, children should participate in
discussions, role-play activities, games, or physical exercises connected with the topic. Balanced integration of mul-
timedia and traditional teaching methods appears to be the most effective approach. Songs, cartoons, digital games,
and animations should be combined with storytelling, drawing, physical movement, communication activities, and
teacher-child interaction. Such balanced instruction supports both language development and social-emotional
growth.Therefore, the teacher’s role remains central. The teacher selects appropriate materials, explains tasks, asks
questions, organizes games, corrects pronunciation, and encourages children to speak. Multimedia should support
the teacher, not replace the teacher.

A creative multimedia-based English lesson may include the following structure:

Table 1. Lesson Stages and Multimedia-Based Learning Activities

Lesson Stage Multimedia Tool Teacher’s Activity Child’s Activity

Warm-up English song Plays song and shows Sings and moves
movements

Presentation Animated flashcards Introduces new words Repeats words

Practice Interactive game Gives instructions Chooses, matches, answers

Speaking Picture or cartoon scene Asks simple questions Says words or short phrases

Consolidation Audio rhyme Repeats key vocabulary Repeats and acts

Reflection Smiley icons Praises participation Shows mood and confidence

This structure shows that multimedia can be integrated into every stage of the lesson. For example, a lesson on
the topic “Animals” may include the following creative activities: Activity 1: Magic Zoo Children see animals on
the screen. Each animal appears with sound and movement. The teacher asks: “What is it?” Children answer: “It
isalion.” Activity 2: Listen and Move The teacher plays animal sounds. Children guess the animal and imitate its
movement. Activity 3: Find the Animal Children look at digital flashcards and choose the correct animal after hearing
the English word. Activity 4: My Favorite Animal Children say: “Ilike cats,” “I like dogs,” or “Ilike rabbits.” Such
activities develop vocabulary, listening, pronunciation, memory, movement coordination, and emotional interest.

The use of multimedia also supports inclusive education. Children with different learning styles can participate
more easily because information is presented through several channels. Visual learners benefit from pictures and
animations, auditory learners benefit from songs and pronunciation models, and kinesthetic learners benefit from
action-based digital games. At the same time, multimedia should meet several pedagogical requirements; it should
be age-appropriate, it should be short and clear, it should include simple language, it should encourage active
participation, it should be connected with real classroom communication, it should not replace physical play and
social interaction, it should be selected according to lesson objectives. Thus, multimedia tools are most effective
when they are combined with play-based, communicative, and movement-based teaching methods.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, multimedia tools play an important role in developing preschool children’s interest in learning
English. They make the lesson more colorful, interactive, emotional, and understandable. Through videos, songs,
digital flashcards, audio stories, cartoons, animations, and interactive games, children can learn English vocabulary,
pronunciation, listening skills, and simple communicative phrases in a natural and enjoyable way. Multimedia-based
activities create a positive educational atmosphere where children participate actively and develop curiosity toward
foreign language learning from an early age. The preschool period is considered one of the most important stages of
cognitive and linguistic development. During this age, children are highly sensitive to sounds, rhythm, intonation,
and visual stimuli. Their ability to imitate pronunciation and memorize new words is significantly stronger than in
later educational stages. Multimedia tools effectively support these natural abilities by combining visual, auditory,
and kinesthetic learning experiences. When children simultaneously hear a word, see an image, repeat pronunciation,
and connect language with movement or play, the learning process becomes more meaningful and memorable.

The main scientific value of multimedia in preschool English education is that it supports children’s natural
learning mechanisms such as imitation, repetition, visual perception, emotional response, play, curiosity, and
physical movement. Young learners do not acquire language effectively through abstract grammar explanations or
traditional memorization methods alone. Instead, they require emotionally engaging and multisensory learning
environments. Multimedia creates such conditions by integrating sound, animation, storytelling, music, and
interactive activities into the educational process.

Songs and musical activities, for example, help children remember vocabulary and pronunciation patterns more
easily because rhythm and repetition strengthen memory retention. Cartoons and animated stories provide contextual
learning opportunities where children understand meaning through images, actions, and emotions rather than direct
translation. Interactive games additionally increase concentration, motivation, and participation by transforming
educational tasks into enjoyable experiences.

Another important advantage of multimedia is its ability to increase learner motivation and reduce language-
learning anxiety. Preschool children often learn best when they feel emotionally safe, interested, and supported.
Bright colors, friendly characters, playful sounds, and positive reinforcement attract children’s attention and create
emotional engagement. As a result, children become more confident and willing to participate in English activities
without fear of making mistakes.Multimedia also supports individualized learning. Every child possesses different
cognitive abilities, interests, and learning speeds. Some children learn quickly through songs and sounds, while
others require visual repetition or movement-based activities. Multimedia resources allow teachers to adapt lessons
according to individual learner needs. Educational videos can be replayed, digital flashcards can be repeated multiple
times, and interactive tasks can be simplified or expanded depending on children’s understanding.

In addition, multimedia tools expose preschool children to authentic pronunciation and natural language patterns.
Through educational videos, songs, and audio materials, children hear correct pronunciation, stress, rhythm, and
intonation from native or fluent speakers. Early exposure to authentic language supports pronunciation development
and listening comprehension skills. It also helps children become familiar with the sound system of English before
formal grammar instruction begins.

However, despite these advantages, multimedia should be used in a balanced and teacher-guided manner. Tech-
nology itself does not automatically guarantee effective language learning. The effectiveness of multimedia depends
not on the digital tools alone, but on how they are pedagogically organized and integrated into the educational process.
If multimedia is used without interaction, communication, or educational purpose, children may become passive
observers rather than active learners. Excessive screen time is one of the major concerns in modern preschool educa-
tion. Research discussions on early childhood development indicate that long periods of passive screen exposure may
negatively affect attention span, vocabulary development, physical activity, and social communication. Therefore,
multimedia should never replace direct human interaction, emotional communication, storytelling, physical play, or
teacher-child relationships.

The teacher remains the central figure in preschool English education. Teachers organize activities, explain
vocabulary, encourage communication, monitor participation, and provide emotional support. Multimedia resources
should function as supportive pedagogical tools rather than independent teaching systems. For example, after
watching a short cartoon or listening to a song, children should participate in role-playing activities, movement
games, repetition exercises, or simple conversations connected with the lesson topic. The most effective preschool
English lessons combine multimedia with traditional interactive teaching methods such as storytelling, singing,
drawing, physical movement, group activities, and live communication. Such integration supports both language
development and social-emotional growth. Children not only learn vocabulary and pronunciation but also develop
creativity, confidence, cooperation skills, and positive attitudes toward learning.

Another important aspect is the role of parents in supporting multimedia-based language learning. Parents can
reinforce classroom learning at home by watching educational cartoons, listening to English songs, or playing simple
vocabulary games together with children. Family involvement strengthens motivation and increases children’s
exposure to English in daily life. Furthermore, teachers must carefully select high-quality and age-appropriate



36 | SCIENTIA: SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES, 2026

multimedia materials. Educational content should be simple, visually clear, emotionally positive, and pedagogically
meaningful. Overly complex or entertainment-focused materials may distract children rather than support learning
objectives. Therefore, pedagogical planning and professional teacher preparation remain essential for successful
multimedia integration.
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