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Abstract
In the context of globalization and increasing intercultural interaction, the development of communicativecompetence has become a central objective in foreign language education. This study explores the role ofinnovative technologies in enhancing students’ communicative competence through a sociocultural approach.Grounded in sociocultural theory, particularly the works of Vygotsky, the research emphasizes the importanceof social interaction, cultural context, and collaborative learning in language acquisition. The paper analyzesvarious digital tools and pedagogical innovations such as virtual exchanges, online collaborative platforms,mobile-assisted language learning applications, and AI-driven communication tools. These technologies areexamined in terms of their effectiveness in fostering linguistic, sociolinguistic, and pragmatic competencies.The study adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining theoretical analysis with practical classroom applica-tions. Findings suggest that innovative technologies significantly enhance learners’ engagement, interculturalawareness, and real-life communication skills when integrated within a sociocultural framework. The paperconcludes with recommendations for educators on how to effectively incorporate these tools into languageteaching practices.
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Introduction
In recent decades, the concept of communicative competence has gained prominence in the field of language education.Traditional grammar-based approaches have gradually been replaced by communicative language teaching, whichemphasizes the ability to use language effectively in real-life situations (Hymes, 1972). In this regard, developingstudents’ communicative competence is no longer limited to linguistic accuracy but extends to sociocultural andpragmatic dimensions.The sociocultural approach, rooted in the theoretical framework of Vygotsky (1978), highlights the role of socialinteraction and cultural mediation in cognitive development. Language learning, from this perspective, is viewed asa socially situated process where learners construct meaning through interaction with others.
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Consequently, integrating sociocultural elements into language teaching enhances learners’ ability to communi-cate appropriately across different cultural contexts. With the rapid advancement of technology, innovative digitaltools have emerged as powerful resources for language education. These technologies provide authentic commu-nication environments, facilitate collaboration, and support learner autonomy (Chapelle, 2003). Therefore, theintegration of innovative technologies within a sociocultural framework offers new opportunities for developingcommunicative competence.
Literature ReviewCommunicative Competence The concept of communicative competence was first introduced by Hymes (1972), whoargued that language proficiency involves not only grammatical knowledge but also the ability to use language ap-propriately in social contexts. Later, Canale and Swain (1980) expanded this concept by identifying four components:grammatical competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence, and strategic competence. Furtherdevelopments by Bachman (1990) emphasized the role of pragmatic competence, highlighting the importance ofcontextual appropriateness in communication. These models collectively underscore that effective communicationrequires an integration of linguistic knowledge and sociocultural understanding.
Sociocultural Approach in Language LearningThe sociocultural theory, developed by Vygotsky (1978), posits that learning is fundamentally a social processmediated by cultural tools and interaction. The concept of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is central to thistheory, suggesting that learners achieve higher levels of understanding through guided interaction. Researchers suchas Lantolf (2000) and Swain (2006) have applied sociocultural theory to language learning, emphasizing collaborativedialogue, scaffolding, and mediation. According to this perspective, language learning occurs through meaningfulinteraction and participation in socially situated activities.
Innovative Technologies in Language EducationThe integration of technology in language education has been widely studied. Chapelle (2003) highlighted thepotential of computer-assisted language learning (CALL) in enhancing language skills. Similarly, Warschauer (1996)emphasized the role of digital communication in promoting authentic interaction.Recent advancements include mobile-assisted language learning (MALL), virtual reality (VR), and artificialintelligence (AI)-based tools. These technologies provide immersive and interactive learning environments thatsupport communicative competence (Godwin-Jones, 2018). Moreover, online platforms such as discussion forums,video conferencing tools, and collaborative writing applications enable learners to engage in real-time communicationand intercultural exchanges (Blake, 2013). These tools align with sociocultural principles by facilitating interactionand collaboration.
Methodology
This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data to analyze the effec-tiveness of innovative technologies in developing communicative competence. The participants consisted of 60undergraduate philology students enrolled in an English language program. They were divided into an experimentalgroup and a control group.The study utilized the following instruments; pre- and post-tests to measure communicative competence, ques-tionnaires to assess students’ attitudes toward technology, classroom observations, interviews with selected partici-pants. Meanwhile, the procedure are the experimental group was taught using innovative technologies integratedwith sociocultural teaching strategies, while the control group followed traditional methods. The intervention lastedfor 12 weeks.Technologies used in the experimental group included: Online collaboration platforms Video conferencing toolsfor intercultural communication Mobile language learning applications AI-based conversational tools. Quantitativedata were analyzed using statistical methods, while qualitative data were examined through thematic analysis. Theresults were compared to evaluate the effectiveness of the intervention.
Results & Discussion
The findings indicate a significant improvement in the communicative competence of students in the experimentalgroup compared to the control group. Students who engaged with innovative technologies demonstrated higherlevels of fluency, accuracy, and sociocultural awareness.Enhanced Interaction and Engagement: Digital tools facilitated increased interaction among students, enablingthem to practice language in authentic contexts. This aligns with sociocultural theory, which emphasizes theimportance of social interaction in learning (Vygotsky, 1978). Participation in virtual exchanges allowed students
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to interact with speakers from different cultural backgrounds, enhancing their intercultural communication skills(Byram, 1997).The use of mobile applications and AI tools encouraged learner autonomy and increased motivation. Studentsreported greater confidence in using English in real-life situations. Despite the benefits, challenges such as limitedaccess to technology and lack of digital literacy were identified. These issues highlight the need for proper trainingand infrastructure.
Conclusion
This study demonstrates that innovative technologies, when integrated within a sociocultural framework, signif-icantly enhance students’ communicative competence. The findings support the idea that language learning is asocially mediated process that benefits from interactive and culturally rich environments. Educators are encouragedto incorporate digital tools that promote collaboration, intercultural interaction, and authentic communication. Fu-ture research should explore the long-term impact of these technologies and their applicability in diverse educationalcontexts
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